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CONFIDENTIAL MOGADISCIO 1606 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PEPR, MARR, SO, SA 

SUBJ: SAUDI MILITARY MISSION FINDS SNA ILL EQUIPPED 

1 . NEWLY ARRIVED SAUDI AMBASSADOR TAHA ALDEGHATHER HAS 
DISCREETLY LET IT BE KNOWN TO HIS WESTERN COLLEAGUES THAT 
A SAUDI MILITARY MISSION WHICH COMPLETED ITS WORK CIRCA 
JULY 13 FOUND THE SOMALI NATIONAL ARMY POORLY EQUIPPED AND 
DEFICIENT IN ALMOST ALL CATEGORIES OF WEAPONS, PARTICULARLY 
ANTI-AIRCRAFT. THE SAUDI HAS BEEN UNWILLING TO BE MUCH MORE 
SPECIFIC IN HIS COMMENTS AT LEAST AT THIS TIME. HE HAS, 

HOWEVER, ALLOWED TO ONE WESTERN AMBASSADOR THAT THE MILITARY 
MISSION CHIEF, OTHERWISE UNIDENTIFIED, WAS THE THIRD 

RANKING OFFICER IN THE SAUDI MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT. THE 
AMBASSADOR HAS ARGUED STRONGLY IN HIS PRELIMINARY CALLS 
THAT THE WEST IN ITS OWN INTEREST MUST PROVIDE MILITARY 
SUPPORT TO THE SOMALIS. 

2. COMMENT: AMBASSADOR TAHA DOES NOT TAKE A 
SIMPLISTIC VIEW OF THE SITUATION IN THE HORN. HE 
APPEARS TO ARTICULATE SAUDI POLICY ACCURATELY, AND 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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PROMISES TO BE AN ENERGETIC AND DYNAMIC DIPLOMAT 
HERE. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE BIO- 
GRAPHIC INFORMATION AVAILABLE EITHER TO THE DEPARTMENT 
OR EMBASSY JIDDA ON AMBASSADOR TAHA. 

VOUGHT 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MILITARY MISSIONS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 1 7 jul 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978MOGADI01606 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780292-0765 
Format: TEL 
From: MOGADISCIO 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780753/aaaabsck.tel 

Line Count: 62 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 4aeb7f72-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 23 apr 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1987183 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SAUDI MILITARY MISSION FINDS SNA ILL EQUIPPED 
TAGS: PEPR, MARR, SO, SA 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/4aeb7f72-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



